
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2018 Conference Booklet 

Gold Coast, December 6-7 

https://psychology.org.au/


ASfAR 2018 Conference   1 
 

 

Table of Contents 
Welcome ................................................................................................................................................. 3 

Acknowledgement of Traditional Owners .............................................................................................. 3 

Conference Organising Committee ......................................................................................................... 3 

Conference Convenors ........................................................................................................................ 3 

Conference Organising Committee ..................................................................................................... 3 

Thank you to our Sponsors ..................................................................................................................... 3 

Conference Location ............................................................................................................................... 4 

Transport ............................................................................................................................................. 4 

Light rail.......................................................................................................................................... 4 

Buses ............................................................................................................................................... 4 

Uber ................................................................................................................................................ 4 

Taxi .................................................................................................................................................. 4 

Car ................................................................................................................................................... 5 

Conference Venues ................................................................................................................................. 6 

Registration ......................................................................................................................................... 6 

Refreshments and Special Diets ......................................................................................................... 7 

Meet and Greet ................................................................................................................................... 8 

Chill Out Room .................................................................................................................................... 8 

Conference Tips ...................................................................................................................................... 9 

What to Wear and What to Bring ....................................................................................................... 9 

Mobile Phones, Laptops, and Tablets ................................................................................................. 9 

Photography or Videotaping of Presentations ................................................................................... 9 

Internet Access.................................................................................................................................. 10 

Social Media ...................................................................................................................................... 10 

Communication Preferences during the Conference ....................................................................... 10 

Contacts ............................................................................................................................................ 10 

Instructions for Session Chairs .......................................................................................................... 11 

Instructions for Oral Presenters ........................................................................................................ 11 

Instructions for Posters ..................................................................................................................... 11 

Program................................................................................................................................................. 12 

Abstracts ............................................................................................................................................... 24 

Day 1: Thursday ................................................................................................................................ 24 

Invited Presentation: Neurodiversity and Inclusive Conference Features ................................... 24 



ASfAR 2018 Conference   2 
 

Keynote Presentation: Exploring Language and Communication in Autism from a Developmental 

Perspective .................................................................................................................................... 24 

Thursday Concurrent Sessions .......................................................................................................... 25 

Stream 1: 11:00-11:45 Adulthood: Sleep & QoL ........................................................................... 25 

Stream 2: 11:00-11:45: Infants and Toddlers ............................................................................... 26 

Stream 3: 11:00-11:45: Knowledge Translation ........................................................................... 29 

Stream 4: 12:00-12:45: Adulthood: Health & Sexuality ................................................................ 31 

Stream 5: 12:00-12:45: Early Diagnosis and Screening ................................................................ 32 

Stream 6: 12:00-12:45: Parents and Family .................................................................................. 34 

Stream 7: 2:15-3:00: Adults and Diagnosis ................................................................................... 36 

Stream 8: 2:15-3:00: Early Support ............................................................................................... 37 

Stream 9: 2:15-3:00: Social Cognition and Social Skills ................................................................. 39 

Stream 10: 3:15-4:00: Adults ........................................................................................................ 41 

Stream 11: 3:15-4:00: Intervention and Communication ............................................................. 44 

Stream 12: 3:15-4:00: Mental Health ........................................................................................... 45 

Keynote Presentation: Facing the unknown: Intolerance of uncertainty and anxiety in Autism 

Spectrum Disorder. ........................................................................................................................... 47 

Thursday Posters ............................................................................................................................... 47 

Day 2: Friday ..................................................................................................................................... 56 

Keynote Presentation: Autism and severe intellectual disability: Looking beyond the environment 

to understand behaviour .................................................................................................................. 56 

Friday Concurrent Sessions ............................................................................................................... 56 

Stream 1: 11:00-11:45 Adults and Participatory Action Research ............................................... 56 

Stream 2: 11:00-11:45: Education: Models of Practice ................................................................ 58 

Stream 3: 11:00-11:45: Communication and Social Skills ............................................................. 59 

Stream 4: 12:00-12:45: Adults: Work & Study .............................................................................. 62 

Stream 5: 12:00-12:45: Education ................................................................................................ 64 

Stream 6: 12:00-12:45: Predictors ................................................................................................ 66 

Stream 7: 1:45-2:30: Lifespan Development and Community Awareness ................................... 67 

Stream 8: 1:45-2:30: Literacy and Language ................................................................................ 69 

Stream 9: 1:45-2:30: Families ....................................................................................................... 72 

Stream 10: 2:45-3:30: Characteristics ........................................................................................... 76 

Stream 11: 2:45-3:30: Education .................................................................................................. 78 

Stream 12: 2:45-3:30: Brain Function & Genetics ........................................................................ 80 

Friday Posters .................................................................................................................................... 81 

 



ASfAR 2018 Conference   3 
 

Silver Sponsor 
Psychology of Intellectual Disability and Autism 

APS Special Interest Group 

 

Welcome 
On behalf of the Organising Committee, welcome to ASfAR 2018, the fourth conference of the 

Australasian Society for Autism Research. With over 100 contributors drawn from across Australia 

and overseas, ASfAR 2018 will highlight current advances in the major research disciplines 

investigating autism and the broader spectrum, including work led by adults on the autism 

spectrum, research with families, support services and the broader community. If you are visiting 

Gold Coast, we hope you have an opportunity to explore more of our beautiful city and state. We 

are grateful for the generous support of Gold Coast Tourism, the Autism CRC, the Psychology of 

Intellectual Disability and Autism Special Interest Group of the Australian Psychological Society, as 

well as Griffith University including the Griffith Institute for Educational Research, Menzies Health 

Institute Queensland, School of Applied Psychology, and School of Allied Health Sciences. We are 

grateful and give thanks to our wonderful colleagues and volunteers for their generous advice and 

assistance. Enjoy ASfAR 2018!  

Jessica Paynter & Marleen Westerveld 

Acknowledgement of Traditional Owners 
The ASfAR 2018 conference takes place in Gold Coast, Queensland, home of the 

Yugambeh/Kombumerri people. We recognise the Yugambeh/Kombumerri people as the Traditional 

Owners of the land on which we are meeting. We wish to acknowledge and respect their continuing 

culture and the contribution they make to the life of this region and our community. 

Conference Organising Committee 

Conference Convenors 
Jessica Paynter & Marleen Westerveld 

Conference Organising Committee 
Jessica Paynter, Marleen Westerveld, David Trembath, Rhylee Sulek, Olivia Gatfield, Joanne Mahony, 

Madonna Tucker, and Deb Keen.  

Thank you to our Sponsors 
We would like to thank our sponsors of the ASfAR 2018 Conference 

  

Platinum Sponsor 
Autism CRC 

Gold Sponsor 
Gold Coast Tourism 

 

Bronze Sponsors 
Autism Centre of Excellence 

Griffith Institute for Educational Research 
Menzies Health Institute Queensland 

School of Applied Psychology 
School of Allied Health Sciences 

 

 

https://psychology.org.au/
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Conference Location 
The conference will be held at Griffith University, Gold Coast Campus: Parklands Drive, Southport.   

The main conference venues are in building G17 and G03 as circled in the map below. For a larger 

version of this map please see https://www162.griffith.edu.au/public/campus-maps/visitor-parking-

map-gcc.pdf. 

 

Transport 
Griffith University Gold Coast Campus is serviced by trains/light rail (G:Link), buses, and taxis. It is 

approximately 15-20 minutes from Surfers Paradise, and approximately 60 minutes drive from 

Brisbane. Public transport is recommended as the easiest and most convenient way to travel to 

campus, as limited parking is available on campus. Paper tickets are available for purchase from 

ticket machines at public transport ǎǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻǊ άDƻ ŎŀǊŘǎέ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ǳǎŜŘ ƻƴ DƻƭŘ /ƻŀǎǘ ǇǳōƭƛŎ 

transport (see https://gocard.translink.com.au/webtix/ ).  

Light rail  / G:Link (trams) ς the closest station to the conference is the Gold Coast University 

Hospital Station. For further information, see https://ridetheg.com.au/ regarding fares, planning 

your journey, station locations and more. All stations are accessible via ramps to provide improved 

access for passengers using mobility aids (wheelchairs, scooters, or motorised vehicles). 

Buses ς the closest station to the conference is the Gold Coast University Hospital Station. For 

further information see https://translink.com.au/gold-coast for information regarding fares, 

planning your journey and more 

 

Uber ς see https://www.uber.com/en-AU/cities/gold-coast/: fares from Surfers Paradise ranging 

from uberX: A$13-18; uberXL: A$20-27; uberSELECT: A$23-31; or uberASSIST: A$13-18 (pending 

travel distance) 

Taxi ς see https://www.gccabs.com.au/: fares from Surfers Paradise approximately ranging from 

$23.15-$32.41 (pending travel distance) 

 

https://www162.griffith.edu.au/public/campus-maps/visitor-parking-map-gcc.pdf
https://www162.griffith.edu.au/public/campus-maps/visitor-parking-map-gcc.pdf
https://gocard.translink.com.au/webtix/
https://ridetheg.com.au/
https://translink.com.au/gold-coast
https://www.uber.com/en-AU/cities/gold-coast/
https://www.gccabs.com.au/
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Directions to Conference from buses and light rail stop (Gold Coast University Hospital Station) 

 

Car  

On Campus Parking 

Limited parking is available free of charge in general parking areas, it is recommended to plan to 

arrive before 8.30am if you are travelling by car, as parking is not reserved and often fills by this 

time. You must enter your registration details and parking details in one of the parking meters in 

the carpark D or E as shown over the page to receive a daily permit. Failure to do so may result in a 

parking fine.  

What to do: 

1. Enter your license plate number then Press OK 
2. Press OK again (this selects the 'Permit' option shown on screen - not the right/left arrows CC / 
Cash) 
3. Enter the permit number for the day,  

Thursday: Enter in 23621 as your permit number,  
Friday: Enter in 74003 as your permit number 

4. Press OK 
5. It will search for a permit, and it will then say that there is $6 parking paid (i.e. your parking is free 
and $6 is paid by the system), valid until the end of the day 
6. Choose Y/N for your receipt 

 

University Hospital Car Park 

If the above parking is full, paid parking is available for $17 per day at the Gold Coast University 

Hospital. For further information see https://www.secureparking.com.au/en-au/car-

parks/australia/queensland/gold-coast/southport/gold-coast-university-hospital-car-

park?utm_source=business.google.com&utm_medium=organic&utm_content=GMB%20Website%2

0Link&utm_campaign=Google%20My%20Business%20QLD  

https://www.secureparking.com.au/en-au/car-parks/australia/queensland/gold-coast/southport/gold-coast-university-hospital-car-park?utm_source=business.google.com&utm_medium=organic&utm_content=GMB%20Website%20Link&utm_campaign=Google%20My%20Business%20QLD
https://www.secureparking.com.au/en-au/car-parks/australia/queensland/gold-coast/southport/gold-coast-university-hospital-car-park?utm_source=business.google.com&utm_medium=organic&utm_content=GMB%20Website%20Link&utm_campaign=Google%20My%20Business%20QLD
https://www.secureparking.com.au/en-au/car-parks/australia/queensland/gold-coast/southport/gold-coast-university-hospital-car-park?utm_source=business.google.com&utm_medium=organic&utm_content=GMB%20Website%20Link&utm_campaign=Google%20My%20Business%20QLD
https://www.secureparking.com.au/en-au/car-parks/australia/queensland/gold-coast/southport/gold-coast-university-hospital-car-park?utm_source=business.google.com&utm_medium=organic&utm_content=GMB%20Website%20Link&utm_campaign=Google%20My%20Business%20QLD
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Directions to Conference from General Carpark D or E  

Conference Venues 

Registration 
The registration desk will be located between G17 and G03 building outside (weather permitting; in 

case of inclement weather this will be moved into the G03 foyer). Registration commences at 8am 

each day, and it will be staffed from 8:00-9:00am each day as well as during morning tea, lunch, and 

afternoon tea breaks.  

Keynotes and Concurrent Sessions: Building G17 

Keynote presentations and one stream of the concurrent sessions will be held in building G17 in 

Lecture Theatre 4.  

     
G17 Building                                                                                    Lecture Theatre 4 
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Concurrent Sessions, and Posters: Building G03 

Two of our concurrent session streams will be in Building G03 in Lecture Theatres 1 and 2. Posters 

will be hosted in the downstairs foyer of this building along with our exhibitor stands in the upstairs 

foyer. Tea/coffee stands will also be in these foyers during breaks; poster presenters are encouraged 

to stand by their posters during morning and afternoon tea, and delegates are encouraged to visit 

them during this time.  

 

G03 Building 

  

Lecture Theatre 1    Lecture Theatre 2 

 

Refreshments and Special Diets 
Coffee and Tea on arrival, morning and afternoon tea, as well as lunch, are all included in the 

conference registration. Locations for each are outlined below. Special diets as indicated on 

registration will be catered for.  

Morning Tea and Afternoon Tea 

Stations will be between the main conference venues (outside between buildings G17 and G03) near 

the registration desk, as well as in Building G03 in the downstairs foyer with the posters.  

Lunch 

Lunch will be provided and will be served on the G07 deck (see map below). Dietary requirements 

will be catered for based on information provided in your registration.  

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwin_K2kse7eAhVXSX0KHSnRCXIQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http://southport-qld.place-advisor.com/lecture-theatres-1-2-g03/&psig=AOvVaw3xER3-iQ9W9t8v5hOCMNjp&ust=1543195477240688





















































































































































