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ASfAR 2020 Conference  

Wellington, New Zealand (online) 10 - 11 December 2020 
 

DAY 1 PROGRAMME: 10 DECEMBER 2020 (NZDT UTC+13) 

 WEBINAR 1 

12:00pm - 
12:30pm 

Welcome and karakia 
Pine Southon, Victoria University of Wellington Hautohu Matua (Principal Advisor) 

 
Welcome to ASfAR2020 Autism Conference  
James Le Marquand, Autism New Zealand Chairperson 
Amarie Carnett, Victoria University of Wellington Senior Lecturer 
 
President’s opening remarks 

Mark Stokes, ASfAR President 
 

12.30pm - 
1:15pm 

Plenary: Working together: The future of autism research 
Jac den Houting, Wenn Lawson, Tori Haar  
 

1:15pm -  
2:00pm 

Keynote presentation: The everyday realities of life during COVID-19: Insights from Australian autistic people and their families 
Prof. Liz Pellicano 
Dr. Melanie Heyworth 

 

2:00pm - 
2:15pm 

Transition time 
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 DAY 1 PROGRAMME: 10 DECEMBER 2020 (NZDT UTC+13) 

2:15pm -  

3:00pm 

STREAM 1 

1: Invited symposium: Understanding the 
impact of  COVID-19 on the lives of  

autistic people, families and supports 
services 
 

STREAM 2 

2: Adult assessment and diagnosis 

 

STREAM 3 

3: Medical  

 

STREAM 4 

4: Autism phenotypes 

 

SESSION CHAIRS: 
Liz Pellicano, Iliana Magiati 
 

SESSION CHAIR: 
Mirko Uljarevic 

SESSION CHAIR: 
Daniel Shepherd 

SESSION CHAIR: 
Kristelle Hudry 

2:15pm - 

2:30pm 

1a: Australian families of  children with 

neurodevelopmental and neuropsychiatric 
conditions during the COVID-19 
pandemic: An investigation of  parent and 

child COVID-19 anxiety levels and child 
insistence on sameness 
 

124: “A way to be me”: Autobiographical 

ref lections of  late-diagnosed autistic 
adults 
 

 

101: A single-arm, single sequence, 

multiple ascending dose study of  the 
safety and tolerability of  AB 2004 in a 
paediatric autism spectrum disorder 

population 
 
 

127:  Early developmental trajectories of  

children with autism f rom multiplex and 
simplex families 
 

 

Ru Ying Cai, Daniel Dukes, Jo Van 
Herwegen, Mirko Uljarević, Andrea 
Samson 

 

Rozanna Lilley, Wenn Lawson, Gabriell 
Hall, Joanne Mahony, Samuel Arnold, 
Julian Trollor, Michael Yudell, Elizabeth 

Pellicano 
 

Anthony Campbell, Christopher Meyer, 
Gregory Preston 
 

Cheryl Dissanayake, Grace Christou, 
Lauren Lawson 

2:30pm - 
2:45pm 

2a: Mental health in autistic adults: 
Tracking changes throughout the COVID-

19 pandemic. 
 
 

16:  Development of  a new self -report 
questionnaire for reliably and validly 

assessing six dimensions of  traits in the 
general adult population: The 
Comprehensive Autism Trait Inventory 

(CATI) 
 

118: The inf luence of  dietary zinc 
treatment on the gut microbiome of  a 

mouse model of  autism 
 
 

120:  Broad autism phenotype expressed 
in facial morphology 

 
 

Claire Brown, Mark Stokes 

 

Murray Maybery, Michael English, Gilles 

Gignac, Troy Visser, Andrew Whitehouse 
 

Giselle Wong, Kevin Lee, Yewon Jung, 

Chantelle Fourie, Johanna Montgomery, 
Mike Taylor 

Diana Tan, Syed Zulqarnain Gilani, Gail 

Alvares, Maryam Boutrus, Ajmal Mian, 
Andrew Whitehouse, Murray Maybery 
 

2:45pm - 

3:00pm 

3a: Development of  a protocol for 

telehealth assessments for autism in 
school-aged children: Feasibility, 
acceptability and satisfaction levels 

 

147:  Development of  the impact of  

diagnosis scale – revised (IODS-R) 
 

55: National prescribing rates and 

polypharmacy for children and young 
people in New Zealand with and without 
autism 

 

2:  Associations between birth order and 

clinical phenotypes at autism diagnosis 
 

Deborah Marks, Fiona Zandt, Alex Ure Samuel Arnold Hiran Thabrew, Nicholas Bowden, 
Rhiannon Braund 

Gail Alvares, Paul Stevenson, Melissa 
Licari, Keely Bebbington, Matthew 

Cooper, Emma Glasson, Diana Tan, 
Mirko Uljarevic, Kandice Varcin, John 
Wray, Andrew, Whitehouse 

 

3:00pm -  
3:15pm 

Transition time 
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3:15pm - 

4:00pm 

STREAM 1 

1 Invited symposium: Understanding the 
impact of  COVID-19 on the lives of  

autistic people, families and supports 
services (continued) 
 

STREAM 2 

6: Forensic investigation and justice 

system 

STREAM 3 

7: Adolescence and adulthood: Social 

and emotional support 

STREAM 4 

8: Infants and toddlers: Early signs 

SESSION CHAIRS: 
Liz Pellicano, Iliana Magiati 
 

SESSION CHAIR: 
Rebecca Flower 

SESSION CHAIR: 
Eliane Deschrijver 

SESSION CHAIR: 
Gail Alvarez 

3:15pm - 

3:30pm 

4a: “It’s been a kick in the guts”: Autistic 

people and their families’ experiences of  
a second lockdown during the COVID-19 
pandemic 

 

109:  Evaluation of  autism-related 

behaviour and diagnostic information 
during a forensic investigation 

93: Autistic adolescents and their parent’s 

experience of  receiving KONTAKT social 
skills group training: a responder study 

6:  Investigating gender dif ferences in the 

early markers of  Autism Spectrum 
Conditions (ASC) in infants and toddlers 

Anna Urbanowicz, Simon Brett, Jac den 
Houting, Melanie Heyworth, Iliana 

Magiati, Marc Stears, Robyn Steward and 
Liz Pellicano 
 

Katie Logos, Neil Brewer, Robyn Young Bahareh Afsharnejad, Marita Falkmer, 
Melissa Black, Tasha Alach, Anna Fridell, 

Christina Coco, Kelly Milne, Tanya Picen, 
Sven Bolte, Sonya Girdler 
 

Josephine Barbaro, Nerelie Freeman 

3:30pm - 

3:45pm 

Discussion 

 

119:  Autism in the courtroom: 

Sentencing outcomes for defendants on 
the autism spectrum 
 

88: Development and feasibility of  

MindChip™: A facilitator-mediated online 
social emotional program for autistic 
adults 

 

68:  Child temperament and caregiver 

psychological distress predict 
internalizing and externalizing symptoms 
in infants with early autism signs 

Tammie Foster, Robyn Young Julia Tang, Marita Falkmer, Nigel Chen, 
Sven Bolte, Sonya Girdler 

Lacey Chetcuti, Mirko Uljarević, Kandice 
Varcin, Maryam Boutrus, Sarah Pillar, 

Stefanie Dimov, Josephine Barbaro, 
Cheryl Dissanayake, Ming Wai Wan, 
Andrew Whitehouse, Kristelle Hudry, the 

AICES Team   
 

3:45pm -  
4:00pm 

117:  "You're standing in f ront of  this giant 
steamroller that's moving inexorably 

towards you but very, very slowly, and not 
really knowing what the outcome would 
be": Autistic adults' perspectives on their 

journeys through New Zealand's criminal 
justice system 
 

140: How do you want to do this? 
Exploring autistic adults’ engagement in 

tabletop role-playing games 
 

69:  Subgrouping infants with early autism 
signs on the basis of  temperament: 

Classif ication continuity and predictive 
utility 
 

Tanya Breen 
 

Tanwen Ward, Gareth Treharne, Brigit 
Mirf in-Veitch 

Lacey Chetcuti, Mirko Uljarević, Kandice 
Varcin, Maryam Boutrus, Sarah Pillar, 
Stefanie Dimov Josephine Barbaro, 

Cheryl Dissanayake, Andrew 
Whitehouse, Kristelle Hudry, the AICES 
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 STREAM 1 STREAM 2 

 

4:00pm -  
5:00pm 

Networking event  
 

Student mentoring event 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      Artwork provided by Mahinawa Specialist School 
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5:00pm - 

6:00pm 

STREAM 1 

10: Higher education and employment  
 

STREAM 2 

11: Participatory research 

STREAM 3 

12: Sensory and motor 

STREAM 4 

13: Early support 

SESSION CHAIRS: 
Rozanna Lilley  
 

SESSION CHAIR: 
Ruth Monk 

SESSION CHAIR: 
Nick Bowden 

SESSION CHAIR: 
Laurie McLay 

5:00pm - 

5:15pm 

122: Experiences, opportunities and 

challenges of  autistic students in higher 
education in Singapore: A qualitative 
analysis 

 

131: “I think it’s the way of  the future”: 

Stakeholders’ perspectives on 
participatory research within the Autism 
CRC  

 

110: Characterising the early 

presentation of  motor difficulties in 
autistic children  
 

82: Pilot study examining the feasibility 

and acceptability of  a group iBASIS-
VIPP intervention 
 

Iliana Magiati, Lim Tyen Chern Elinor, 
Shawn Wong Jun Kit 

Jac den Houting,, Liz Pellicano Jess Reynolds, Andrew Whitehouse, 
Gail Alvares, Hannah Waddington, Ella 

Macaskill, Melissa Licari 
 

Antonina Loncarevic, Murray Maybery, 
Andrew Whitehouse 

 

5:15pm -  
5:30pm 

144: “Employable me…I wanted that 
experience”: How disability employment 

service providers measure up 
 

112: Co-production and photovoice in 
the digital age: Capturing quality of  life  

 

90: Daily self -regulation skills and 
anxiety improve in autistic children 

following a sensory regulation 
intervention 
 

81: Genuine gains f rom pre-emptive 
intervention for the language 

development of  infants showing early 
signs of  autism 
 

Rebecca Flower, Susan Hayward, Kathleen 
Denney 

Rebecca Kuzminski,  
Marita Falkmer, Simon Philips, Wenn 
Lawson, Sven Bölte, Sonya Girdler and 

Ben Milbourn 
 

Alison Lane, Ulrich Schall, Jackson 
Brent, Gabrielle Milton, Tennille 
Johnson, Ryan Lange, Arif  Ahmad Kamil 

Ahmad, Dianne Blackwell, Alix Woolard, 
Leah Rowlandson, Linda Campbell, 
Shelly Lane 

 

Kristelle Hudry, Jodie Smith, Sarah 
Pillar, Kandice Varcin, Andrew 
Whitehouse, the AICES Team 

5:30pm - 
5:45pm 

145: Workplace social challenges 
experienced by employees on the autism 
spectrum: Perspectives of  employees and 

supervisors 
 

128: #Take the mask of f : Autistic 
performativity and the neurodiversity 
movement 

 

80: Preferences of  autistic children for 
multi-sensory environment equipment: 
Patterns of  use and individual 

dif ferences 
 

77: Who should deliver early 
intervention? Comparing one-on-one 
early start Denver model therapy and 

parent coaching for young children on 
the spectrum 
 

Simon Bury, Rebecca Flower, Rosslynn 
Zulla, David Nicholas, Darren Hedley 
 

Elizabeth Radulski Katy Unwin, Georgie Powell, Catherine 
Jones 

Hannah Waddington 

5:45pm - 

6:00pm 

 148: Human centred (digital) design and 

coproduction 

146: Social touch avoidance by autistic 

children: How does touch impact social 
interaction? 
 

 

Cheryl Mangan, Marina Ciccarelli, 
Brendan James, Adriane Wilmot, Alex 
Creece 

 

Gates Henderson 
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6:00pm -  

6:15pm 

Transition time 

6:15pm - 
7:00pm 

STREAM 1 
 
15: Adulthood: mental health 
 

STREAM 2 
 
16: Sleep and anxiety 

STREAM 3 
 
17: Language and communication 

STREAM 4 
 
18: Children: Support programmes 

SESSION CHAIR: 

Anna Urbanowicz 
 

SESSION CHAIR: 

Mark Stokes  

SESSION CHAIR: 

Rhylee Sulek 

SESSION CHAIR: 

Kate Simpson 

6:15pm -  
6:30pm 

70: A Consensus def inition of  autistic 

burnout 
 

57: Does mindful awareness mediate the 

impact of  somatic arousal on anxiety or 
sleep quality? 
 

25: Are there reciprocal associations 

between parental sensitivity and infant 
language skills among dyads where 
infants show early signs of  autism? 

 

78: Music therapy with autistic children - 

perceptions of  autism experts 
 

Julianne Higgins, Janelle Weise, Julian 
Trollor, Liz Pellicano, Samuel Arnold 

Lauren Lawson, Lisa Wong, Alex 
Haschek, Amanda Richdale 

Jodie Smith, Lacey Chetcuti, Kandice 
Varcin, Catherine Bent, Maryam 
Boutrus, Matthew Cooper, Alena Clark, 

Stefanie Dimov, Jonathan Green, Sarah 
Pillar, Vicky Slonims, Ming Wai Wan, 
Andrew Whitehouse, Kristelle Hudry, the 

AICES Team 
 

Daphne Rickson 

6:30pm -  
6:45pm 

 87: Functional behavioural assessment-

based treatments for sleep problems in 
children and adolescents with autism: A 
summary of  41 cases 

 

137: Infant-directed speech used with 

infants showing early signs of  autism 
 

84: Robot drama intervention improves 

joint attention abilities in children on the 
autism spectrum with low and high 
support needs 

 

Laurie McLay, Karyn France, Neville 
Blampied 

Alix Woolard, Titia Benders, Linda 
Campbell, Frini Karayanidis, Daniel 
Barker, Olivia Whalen, Carly Mallise, 

Vanessa Murphy, Jordan Tait, Alison 
Lane 

Wing-Chee So, Chun-Ho Cheng, Wing 
Wun Law, Tif fany Wong, Cassandra 
Lee, Fai-Yeung Kwok, Cayleb Lay 

6:45pm - 
7:00pm 

74: Mental health and barriers to care for 

autistic women 
 

139: Understanding yourself  to 

understand others: The role of  
alexithymia and anxiety in the 
relationship between autistic traits and 

empathy 
 

28: Auditory processing and functional 

language on the autism spectrum 
 

76: Feasibility and acceptability of  a 

parent-mediated intervention for 
optimising social communication 
development: Results f rom a pilot study 

 

Claire Brown, Fiona Ransley, Joanne 
Sinclair, Mark Stokes 

Jack Brett, Murray Maybery Joan Leung, Cicely Alderson-Hughes, 
Suzanne Purdy, Elizabeth Fairgray 

 

Dominique Cleary, Andrew Whitehouse, 
Murray Maybery 

7:00pm - 
7:15pm 

Transition time 
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 WEBINAR 2 

7:15pm -  
8:00pm 

Keynote presentation: Autism in late adulthood: What does the future hold? 
Prof. Hilde Geurts 
 

8:00pm -  
8:05pm 

Closing: Mahinawa school waiata 

 STREAM 1 

8:05pm – 

9:00pm  

Networking event 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

             Artwork provided by: Mahinawa Specialist School 
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 WEBINAR 3 

12:00pm - 
12:30pm 

Welcome  
Larah van der Meer, Autism New Zealand Research and Advocacy Advisor 
Hannah Waddington, Victoria University of Wellington Lecturer 
 

Plenary: From autism to takiwātanga: An origin story  
Keri Opai 
 

12:30pm - 
1:15pm 

Keynote presentation: Enhancing communication: 50 years of progress 
Prof. Jeff Sigafoos 
 

1:15pm -  
1:45pm 

Invited presentation: Does 'Extreme Demand Avoidance’ (EDA) exist? 
Dr. Wenn Lawson 

 

1:45pm - 
2:00pm 

Transition time 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        Artwork provided by: Mahinawa Specialist School 
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2:00pm - 

2:45pm 

STREAM 1 

1: Aging and mental health 

STREAM 2 

2: Children: Anxiety 

STREAM 3 

3: Evidence-based practice in schools 

STREAM 4 

4: Early identif ication and screening 
 

SESSION CHAIR: 

Madonna Tucker 
 

SESSION CHAIR: 
Alison Lane 

SESSION CHAIR: 
Angela Arnold-Saritepe 

SESSION CHAIR: 
Cheryl Dissanayake 

2:00pm - 
2:15pm 

107: The role of  technology in independent 
living in older autistic adults: Toward the 
development of  a smart home app 

 

79: Kids in mind: The feasibility of  
mindful parenting for parents of  anxious 
children on the autism spectrum 

 

39: A qualitative investigation of  
Queensland mainstream teachers and 
autism coaches’ evidence-based 

practice experience 
 

20: Investigating the role of  ethnicity in 
the attendance at maternal and child 
health centres and engagement in 

research and referral pathways using the 
Social Attention and Communication 
Surveillance-Revised (SACS-R) tool 

 

Kieran Elley, Lidan Zheng, Scott Brown, 
Jane (Ye In) Hwang, Zue Lie, 

Lisa Marie Emerson, Jessica Paynter, 
Natalja Nabinger de Diaz, Robyn Farley, 

Lara Farrell 

Jessica Paynter, Kate O’Leary, Dawn 
Adams, Megan Clark, Kate Simpson, 

David Trembath, Marleen Westerveld 
 

If rah Abdullahi, Nancy Sadka, Melissa 
Gilbert, and Josephine Barbaro 

2:15pm -  
2:30pm 

56: Autistic perspectives on palliative care, 
death, grief  and bereavement 

 

85: Cool little kids: Parents’ evaluation of  
an anxiety program for young children 

on the spectrum 
 

36: Evaluation of  school practice in 
relation to students on the autism 

spectrum 
 

4: Eye-tracking as an aide to the early 
identif ication of  autism: Proof-of-concept 

for a two-minute preferential attention 
protocol 
 

Jennifer Lowe, Bruce Rumbold, Cheryl 
Dissanayake 

Stephanie Malone, Dawn Adams, Kate 
Simpson, Deb Keen 

Helen McLennan, Jacqueline Roberts Kristelle Hudry, Kandice Varcin, Lacey 
Chetcuti, Maryam Boutrus, Catherine 
Bent, Andrew Whitehouse 

 

2:30pm - 
2:45pm 

64: Autism domains as transdiagnostic 
predictors of  DSM-5 suicide risk 
 

116: Teacher-reported signs of  anxiety 
in students on the autism spectrum in 
and outside of  the classroom 

 

33: Enhancing evaluation of  positive 
behaviour support in schools that 
support autistic students 

 

46: Early detection for better outcomes: 
Building capacity to identify and support 
children showing early signs of  autism in 

early childhood education and care 
settings 
 

Darren Hedley, Mirko Uljarević, Ru Ying Cai, 
Simon Bury, Mark Stokes, David Evans 

Dawn Adams, Kate Simpson, Kate 
Young 

Abigail Love, Tom Tutton, Vicki Gibbs Beth Mozolic-Staunton, Josephine 
Barbaro, Michelle Donelly 
 

2:45pm -  
3:00pm 

Transition time 
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3:00pm - 

3:45pm 

STREAM 1 

6: Mental health, coping and identity 

STREAM 2 

7: Children: Independence and 
participation 

STREAM 3 

8: School participation 

STREAM 4 

9: Assessment: Social and adaptive 
functioning 

 

SESSION CHAIR: 

Julianne Higgins 
SESSION CHAIR: 
Katy Unwin 

 

SESSION CHAIR: 
Trevor Clark  

SESSION CHAIR: 
Josephine Barbaro 

 

3:00pm - 
3:15pm 

135: Individual and sociocultural inf luences 
of  camouf laging in autistic and non-autistic 
adults 

 

121: Identifying environmental barriers to 
participation for children on the autism 
spectrum in out of  school activities 

 

35: Parent experiences of  considering 
moving their autistic child between 
mainstream schools 

 

9: Capturing a holistic picture of  
functioning: Development and piloting of  
an assessment of  functioning tool based 

on the international classif ication of 
functioning, disability and health core 
sets for neurodevelopmental conditions 

 

Iliana Magiati, Beatrice Loo, Melanie Liang, 
Sarah Tang, Dawn-Joy Leong, Francesca 

Happé, Lucy Anne Livingston, Laura Hull, 
William Mandy 

Kate Simpson, Dawn Adams Hayley Mitchelson, Kate Simpson, Dawn 
Adams 

Emily D'Arcy, Kiah Evans, Angela 
Chamberlain, Maya Hayden-Evans, Ben 

Milbourn, Andrew Whitehouse, 
Valsamma Eapen, John Wray, Sven 
Bolte, Sonya Girdler 

 

3:15pm - 
3:30pm 

58: Associations between coping strategies 
and mental health in autistic adults 
 

49: Improving independence for 
individuals learning activities of  daily 
living using a preference-based teaching 

approach 
 

38: Parent-reported presentations of  
school refusal in autistic students 
 

14: The Stanford Social Dimensions 
Scale (SSDS): A new transdiagnostic 
instrument to measure social motivation 

and related aspects of  social functioning 
 

Melanie Muniandy, Amanda Richdale, 

Samuel Arnold, Julian Trollor and Lauren 
Lawson  
 

Angela Arnold-Saritepe, Jocelyn Davis Raechel McLucas, Dawn Adams, Kate 

Simpson 

Mirko Uljarevic, Jennifer M. Phillips, 

Robin Libove, Thomas Frazier, Antonio 
Hardan 

3:30pm - 

3:45pm 

59: Inter-relationship between resilience, 

coping strategies and mental health in 
autistic adults 
 

134: The relationship between anxiety 

and participation in children on the 
autism spectrum 
 

92: Bridging the gap between theory and 

practice: The development of  a school-
based intervention to improve the school 
participation and feelings of  

connectedness of  primary school 
students on the autism spectrum 
 

10: Content validity of  assessment of  

functioning and development tools for 
young children diagnosed with 
neurodevelopmental conditions: 

Comparison to the international 
classif ication of functioning, disability 
and health and core sets 

 

Melanie Muniandy, Amanda Richdale, 
Samuel Arnold, Julian Trollor and Lauren 

Lawson 

Kathryn Ambrose, Dawn Adams, Kate 
Simpson 

Amy Hodges, Reinie Cordier, Annette 
Joosten, Helen Bourke-Taylor 

Emily D'Arcy, Kerry Wallace, Kiah 
Evans, Angela Chamberlain, Ben 

Milbourn, Sven Bolte, Sonya Girdler 
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 STREAM 1  

3:45pm -  
4:45pm 

ASfAR Annual General Meeting 
 

 WEBINAR 4 

4:45pm -  
5:30pm 

Keynote presentation: Exploring the genetic landscape of autism in New Zealand  
Minds for Minds Research Network 

 

5:30pm - 
6:00pm 

Invited presentation: Estimating the epidemiology of the autism spectrum: Where to from here? 
Dr. Damian Santomauro 
 

6:00pm -  
6:15pm 

Transition time 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

           Artwork provided by: Mahinawa Specialist School 
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6:15pm - 

7:00pm 

STREAM 1 

11: Late diagnosis 

STREAM 2 

12: Adulthood: Healthcare access 

STREAM 3 

13: Reading 

STREAM 4 

14: NZ diagnosis and support systems 

 
SESSION CHAIR: 

Jac den Houting 
 

SESSION CHAIR: 

Darren Hedley 
 

SESSION CHAIR: 

Abigail Love 
 

SESSION CHAIR: 

Hilary Stace 
 

6:15pm - 
6:30pm 

125: “This is a journey and I’ve got to keep 

going”: Understanding experiences of  late 
diagnosis through an oral history approach 
 

53: An exploration into access to 

healthcare for autistic adults and their 
supports in Victoria, Australia 
 

40: Print vs. Pictures: What do children 

with and without autism look at during 
shared book reading? 
 

19: The autism diagnostic process in 

New Zealand: A call for action f rom 
parents/caregivers 
 

Wenn Lawson, Gabriell Hall, Joanne 

Mahony, Rozanna Lilley, Samuel Arnold, 
Julian Trollor, Michael Yudell, Elizabeth 
Pellicano 

Shenae Calleja, Rachael McDonald, 

Amirul Islam, Jonathan Kingsley 

Rachelle Wicks, Marleen Westerveld, 

Jessica Paynter, Matt Stainer 

Kiah Evans, Sasha Johnston, Maryam 

Boutrus, Matthew Eggleston, Lauren 
Taylor, Hiran Thabrew, Hannah 
Waddington, Andrew Whitehouse, Larah 

van der Meer 
 

6:30pm - 
6:45pm 

126:  I knew she'd get it and get me: 

Exploring the potential impact of  a 
participatory approach in a study on the 
hidden histories of  late-diagnosed autistic 

adults 
 

67: Understanding the emergency 

department and in-patient hospital 
experiences of  autistic adults 
 

32: The ef f icacy of a computer based 

reading program for increasing the 
reading comprehension skills of  students 
with autism 

 

50: Order out of  chaos? Autism 

spectrum disorder coordinators' impact 
on service delivery in New Zealand 
 

Elizabeth Pellicano, Wenn Lawson, Gabriell 
Hall, Joanne Mahony, Rozanna Lilley, 

Samuel Arnold, Julian Trollor, Michael Yudell 
 

Anna Urbanowicz, Katie Brooker, Steven 
Kapp, Morrigan E. Hunter, Christina 

Nicolaidis 

Natalia Henderson-Faranda, Jayne 
Newbury, Dean Sutherland 

Matthew Eggleston, Katherine 
Eggleston, Hiran Thabrew, Christopher 

Frampton, Shannon Hennig 

6:45pm - 
6:00pm 

7: Identifying and diagnosing autism in 

cognitively and verbally able adults: An 
exploratory vignette-based study of  
clinicians’ judgment, experience and 

perspectives 
 

73: Autistic adults experiences using GP 

services in Australia 
 

 54: Autism/Takiwātanga: An integrated 

data inf rastructure-based approach to 
autism research in New Zealand 
 

Iliana Magiati, Leong Chui Ling Jerlyn, Tan 
Ming Yee Giles, Wei Ker-Chiah, Rowena 

Conroy 

Pia Bradshaw, Anna Urbanowicz, Liz 
Pellicano, Mieke van Driel, and Katie 

Brooker 

Nicholas Bowden, Hiran Thabrew, Jesse 
Kokaua, Richard Audas, Barry Milne, 

Kirsten Smiler, Hilary Stace, Barry Taylor 
and Sheree Gibb 
 

6:00pm -  
6.15pm 

Transition time 
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7:15pm -  

8:00pm 

STREAM 1 

 
16: Social cognition 

STREAM 2 

 
17: Adulthood: Improving healthcare 

 

STREAM 3 

 
18: Family, culture and thriving 

STREAM 4 

 
19: Parental mental health 

SESSION CHAIR: 
Diana Tan 

 

SESSION CHAIR: 
Emma Goodall  

SESSION CHAIR: 
Dawn Adams  

SESSION CHAIR: 
Kelsie Boulton 

 

7:15pm -  
7:30pm 

105: Perceptions of  truthfulness and 
credibility of  people on the autism spectrum 

 

18: Strategies for improving satisfaction 
with the autism diagnostic process in 

New Zealand – an autistic adult 
perspective 
 

41: "It's a hard slog road": Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander women talk about 

loving and supporting their autistic 
children 
 

42: Mental health of  mothers of  young 
autistic children in Australia: A cross-

sectional survey 
 

Alliyza Lim, Robyn Young, Neil Brewer Kiah Evans, Larah van der Meer, Sasha 

Johnston, Maryam Boutrus, Matthew 
Eggleston, Lauren Taylor, Hiran 
Thabrew, Hannah Waddington and 

Andrew Whitehouse 
 

Rozanna Lilley, Mikala Sedgwick, Liz 

Pellicano 

Kavindri Kulasinghe, Koa Whittingham, 

Amy Mitchell 

7:30pm -  
7:45pm 

133: People on the spectrum are not mind 

blind: Relational versus representational 
mentalising 
 

63: The autism CHAP: A 

Comprehensive Health Assessment 
Program for autistic adults with 
intellectual disability 
 

43: Dif ferences in mental health, well-

being and parenting sense of  
competency for parents of  children on 
the autism spectrum f rom Australian 
versus South-East Asian backgrounds 

 

 

Eliane Deschrijver, Colin Palmer Anna Urbanowicz, Katie Brooker, 
Joanne Mahony, Gabrielle Hall, Hayley 

Clapham, David Harley, Kathy Isaacs 

Rhylee Sulek, Jodie Smith, If rah 
Abdullahi, Cherie Green, Catherine 

Bent, Cheryl Dissanayake, Kristelle 
Hudry 
 

7:45pm -  

8:00pm 

132: Using interviewing strategies to support 

autistic adolescents’ recall of  events 
 

62: Mackay HealthPathways autism 

initiative: Developing and evaluating 
clinical care pathways for autistic 
children, adolescents and adults 

 

37: Prof iles and predictors of  thriving in 

children on the autism spectrum 
 

3: The autism-specif ic f ive-minute 

speech sample: A valid measure of  
parental expressed emotion in families of  
pre-schoolers with autism 

 

Lydia Timms, Keely Galvin, Melissa Black, 
Neville Hennesey 

 

Toni Simmons, Aaron Kennedy, Katie 
Brooker, David Harley, Anna 

Urbanowicz 
 

Megan Clark, Dawn Adams, Kate 
Simpson 

Jodie Smith, Cherie  Green, Catherine 
Bent, Rhylee Sulek, Lacey Chetcuti, 

Paul Benson, Kristelle Hudry 
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DAY 2 PROGRAMME: 11 DECEMBER 2020 (NZDT UTC+13) 

 WEBINAR 5 

8:00pm - 
8:30pm 

Closing and awards 
ASfAR President  
 
Karakia 

Pine Southon, Victoria University of Wellington Hautohu Matua (Principal Advisor) 
 

 

 

 

Artwork provided by: Mahinawa Specialist School 


